PRESS RELEASE
Ministry of Defence orders capability upgrade of 154 PUMA
infantry fighting vehicles
Koblenz/Kassel, 28.06.2021. Projekt System & Management GmbH
(PSM), a joint venture of Krauss-Maffei Wegmann (KMW) and
Rheinmetall, has signed a contract with the German Federal Office
of Bundeswehr Equipment (BAAINBw) to retrofit 154 PUMA infantry
fighting vehicles in service with the Bundeswehr. The contract also
covers logistical services such as special tools and replacement
parts as well as the design of additional capability upgrades.
The contract is worth more than €1 billion.
In addition, further options amounting to €820 million were agreed to
upgrade the remaining 143 Puma infantry fighting vehicles by 2029.
The retrofitting of the first 154 vehicles will take place in the core
capabilities of firepower and command & control. They will thus be
brought up to the modern standard that has already been tested for
the 40 PUMA vehicles that will be deployed in NATO’s VJTF rapid
response force from 2023. The measures include in particular:
-

-

Integration of the guided missile system MELLS
Preparation for integration of a turret-independent secondary
weapon system (TSWA)
Integration of high-resolution, day- and night-vision camera
systems for the driver and the mounted infantry section
Integration of state-of-the-art, colour-enabled optronics for
gunner and commander
Connection of the soldier system “Infantryman of the Future –
Expanded System” (IdZ-ES) and the Battle Management
System (BMS)
Integration of new digital radio units

With the upgraded PUMA infantry fighting vehicles, the Bundeswehr
will then have a fully digital and networked weapon system that has
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already impressively demonstrated its decisive value in all tactical
investigations and in realistic combat scenarios.

Press contact
For further information, please contact:
Dr. Kurt Braatz
Senior Vice President Strategy and
Corporate Communications
Krauss-Maffei Wegmann
GmbH & Co. KG
Krauss-Maffei-Str. 11
80997 Munich
Germany
Tel.: +49 89 8140 4675
Fax: +49 89 8140 4977
E-Mail: kurt.braatz@kmweg.de
www.kmweg.de
Krauss-Maffei Wegmann, a member of the German-French defense technology
group KNDS, leads the European market for highly protected wheeled and
tracked vehicles. At locations in Germany, Brazil, Greece, Singapore, the United
Kingdom, Hungary and the USA more than 4.000 employees develop,
manufacture and support a product portfolio ranging from air-transportable, highly
protected wheeled vehicles (MUNGO, AMPV*, DINGO, GFF4 and BOXER*)
through reconnaissance, anti-aircraft and artillery systems (FENNEK, GEPARD,
Remote Controlled Howitzer 155, Armoured Howitzer PzH2000, DONAR* and
AGM) to main battle tanks (LEOPARD 1 and 2), infantry fighting vehicles
(PUMA*) and bridgelaying systems. In addition, KMW has wide-ranging system
competence in the area of civil and military simulation, as well as in command
and information systems and remote-controlled weapon stations with
reconnaissance and observation equipment. The armed forces of more than 50
nations worldwide rely on tactical systems by KMW.
* Joint venture with national and international partners
Unless otherwise indicated, all products are registered trademarks of Krauss-Maffei Wegmann GmbH & Co. KG

